
Choochokam Arts 2015 Gave WCT’s 
KidZone Center Stage
This summer’s Choochokam Festival moved 
WCT’s KidZone to a new location, in the old 
Choochokam Main Stage venue, between the 
Brackenwood Art Gallery, the Whale Bell and 
The Doghouse. WCT kids and volunteers had a 
great day painting faces, playing carnival games, 
creating masks and chalk art, and participating 
in some of Martha Murphy’s trademark puppet 
theater! It was a great location for WCT and for all 
the kids and families who enjoy this island event!

Outreach Fun at our Open House
Free to everyone, WCT’s fall open house invited 
kids of all ages to come see what we’re all about. 
Tours of the theater—including back stage 
spaces, face painting, crafts, theater games, 
WCT movies in the Black Box, treats and a fun 
scavenger hunt gave our guests a chance to try 
out the magic for themselves.

It was a Graveyard Smash!
Our second Dance-a-thon had a spooktacular 
twist! Combining two favorite WCT events, 
Danceathon and Spooktacular, October 24th’s 
Monster Mash put the emphasis on fun, raising 
crucial revenue in the process. Dancers raised 
money through sponsorships, and walk-in guests 
paid a small cover to dance from 3-9 pm! Enjoying 
face-painting, mummy wrapping contests, a 
hilarious and inspiring lip sync battle, and a 
special Scholarship Hour to honor alumni Rhianna 
Dickson Hobbs, guests danced to zumba, disco, 
80s inspired music, and, of course a healthy and 
spooky dose of Halloween favorites! Thank you to 
MC, Jim Freeman for his stellar hosting skills and 
thank you to JW Desserts for the masterpiece 
they created for this fundraiser!

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Jr. 
Mainstage Musical, Grades 3 - 12 
Directed by Melanie Lowey & Bonnie Stinson
NOVEMBER 13 - 22

Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap 
WCTeen Black Box Production, Grades 9 - 12 
Directed by David Mayer
DECEMBER 10 - 20

Inside Frampton and the Outside World 
by Susannah Rose Woods 
Mainstage, Grades 6 - 8 
Directed by Cait Cassée
MARCH 11 - 20

Proof by David Auburn 
WCTeen Black Box Production, Grades 9 - 12 
Directed by Lucy Pearce
MAY 12 - 22

Seussical the Musical 
Dedicated to our Tech Director, Rod Stewart
The first WCT Summer Classic for youth and adults! 
Directed by Erick Westphal 
JULY 28 - AUGUST 7, 2016

Vote for the Season
Donate to the shows you want to see next season! 
You can choose between two shows for the first and 
last productions of our 35th Anniversary Season.
Visit www.wctmagic.org/vote-for-the-season
FEBRUARY 1 - APRIL 29, 2016
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Ten years ago drama was alive and well in the South Whidbey 
School District. There were 1,933 students enrolled in the district, 
and drama classes were part of the curriculum. However, between 
2004 and 2015, enrollment in South Whidbey School District dropped 
by almost 30% to 1,370 students—resulting in funds-based program 
cuts including drama classes. 
Some families have opted to move to communities nearer Seattle 
for the opportunities their larger schools provide, which unfortunately 
perpetuates our local enrollment decline and loss of funds.

The good news is that since September 2013, Whidbey Children’s 
Theater has not only maintained its beloved production series 
and program of classes, it has also expanded to offer theater arts 
opportunities to SWSD students at no cost to them: Three field trips 
to about 1500 students, four theater arts classes during the school 
day reaching over 100 SWSD students, with another three classes 
and three field trips coming this year. 
In July 2012, a collaborative lease-agreement with the school 
district was created; WCT provides needed arts opportunities to the 
school district in-lieu of monthly rent, helping to bridge the theater 
arts education gap. This kind of collaboration says a lot about 
our community’s dedication to arts, education, and children, and 
presents an attractive profile to families considering Whidbey Island 
as a residence.
Not surprisingly, while local demographic studies show decline in the 
numbers of students in our community, enrollment and participation 
in WCT programs is not only holding steady, it is actually increasing!

Our community needs Whidbey Children’s Theater
Theater does vital work, and WCT carries that torch in a magical way. 
Kids and teens participate because it honors them, challenges them, 
and provides an engaging and dynamic, home-away-from-home 
environment, an ethos cultivated by the nature of theater itself and 
WCT’s supportive, youth-based focus. As we begin our 35th year, we 
stand as a testament to the value of theater in our community, and 
our continued existence here on Whidbey, supporting local families.

Vote for the Season
Donate to the shows you want to see on stage!
Visit www.wctmagic.org/vote-for-the-season
FEBRUARY 1 - APRIL 29, 2016 

Creative Dramatics & Little Players 
Fun and engaging classes for ages 4 - 10!  
FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 30, 2016 

Epic Lip Sync Battle
An Evening of Radio Hits and Hijinx!
MARCH 26, 2016 

Spring Break Program 
Think Fast! Improv with Erick Westphal is back, 
pus, Stage Combat and more! 
APRIL 4 - 8, 2016

Almost, Maine 
SWHS Drama Club Production 
with Collaborative Support from WCT
APRIL 2016

Raise the Curtain 
The Reveal of Our 2016-2017 Season with a twist!
APRIL 30, 2016

Upcoming Events
WINTER - SPRING 2016

Have you visited the Alumni 
page on our website? You’ll 
find an article about WCT alum 
Sommer Harris, who participated 
in a four-month cultural exchange 
program with her university that 
took her to Bhutan. In addition to 
her story, you’ll find information 
on how to get re-connected with 
us. If you’ve ever been a WCT 
participant, you’re family!

Alumni Corner 
www.wctmagic.org/alumni

More Important Than Ever 
A Letter from Executive Director, Cait Cassée

http:// www.wctmagic.org/vote-for-the-season
http://www.wctmagic.org/alumni


Show sponsors play a critically important role in keeping 
the WCT program running! When you sponsor a show, you 
support more than that individual production. You also free 
up funds that keep our program running, allowing us to reach 
more youth in wonderful and important ways!
So far this season WCT has been pleased to receive partial 
sponsorships from two local businesses.

We are honored to welcome Matt’s Import Haven back 
as sponsors this season. Their sponsorship in last year’s 
production of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang financed costuming 
all 30 cast members! This year, WCT is thrilled to have their 
sponsorship for WCT’s collaboration on the SWHS Drama 
Club Production of Almost, Maine. Giving at an even higher 
level this year, Matt’s Import Haven’s sponsorhip will help 
cover rights and royalties, as well set materials and props.

WCT’s Teen production of Proof this spring will benefit from 
the sponsorship of College Search Consultants, whose 
generous donation will cover the cost of costumes, tech 
design and a variety of production materials.

Learn more about how to become a show sponsor! 
visit www.wctmagic.org or call 360.221.8707

SPONSORSHIPS

College Search 
Consultants

Humanities Washington in Seattle, Wa awarded a 
$1000 grant allowing us to bring Book-It Repertory’s A 
Splash of Red to the high school auditorium in January 
2016. This field trip and supporting workshops will give 
local students a unique educational experience, creating 
a bridge between imagination and literature.

South Whidbey Schools Foundation provided 
$1065 to provide five additional workshops for our 
January presentation of A Splash of Red, as well as 
books for 21 classrooms!

Paul Glaser Foundation awarded WCT a $5000 
grant to support our general operations, allowing us 
to focus our attention on expanding our programming, 
reach more of the youth in our community, and allow us 
to teach more aspects of the creative arts, and bridge 
the theater arts education gap more effectively. These 
funds will be used for the operating costs such as staff 
salary, utilities, and office and production supplies which 
the children we serve will use in their various classes.

Grant News! We are proud and honored to 
report the following grants.

Shout Out! Girl Scout Troop #42411 led by Gretchen 
Mills and Melinda Gardner needed a meeting place close 
to the middle school. They offered a trade with WCT to 
use the Porter Family Lobby in-lieu of a montly facility 
fee, the girls do helpful tasks like light cleaning to prepare 
for shows, and hanging event posters. This is a win-
win for WCT and the Girl Scouts, who practice their Girl 
Scout Promise and Law by contributing in positive ways 
to their community. This troop is at “Cadette” level and 
will earn their silver badge when they fulfill a community 
betterment project, which they’ve proposed to complete 
at WCT this year. WCT would like to thank Girls Scouts 
Kareena DeClercq, Lily Farnham, Amelia Gardiner, Laila 
Gmerek, Netty Jurriaans, Molly Mills, Olivia Varga and 
Sierra Wilmoth for their help!

Noteworthy Lovely news to brighten your day.

http://www.mattsimporthaven.com/
http://www.collegesearchconsultants.com
http://www.wctmagic.org
http://www.humanities.org/
http://southwhidbeyschoolsfoundation.org/
http://www.paulglaserfoundation.org/


EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH
 ¬ Book-It Repertory brought A Splash of Red to SWHS in 

January. This “Theater for Young Audiences” production 
played on the SWHS main stage and offered related, 
curriculum-based workshops just in time for Black History 
Month. We are excited to have brought this opportunity to 
our local students through the generosity of a grant from 
Humanities Washington in Seattle.

CLASSES
 ¬ In addition to our performance opportunities, WCT is 

also engaged directly in the schools by teaching theater 
classes such as Radio Theater Lab during 2nd and 3rd 
quarter at Langley Middle School

 ¬ Teacher Ties for all field trips; Beauty and the Beast, and 
A Splash of Red.

 ¬ The Odyssey - Production Class; 1st semester at South 
Whidbey Academy.

 ¬ Creative Dramatics & Little Players return to our 
program with fun and engaging classes for ages 4 through 
10. These classes are a great way to get familiar with the 
WCT environment, and learn theater foundations!

COLLABORATIONS
 ¬ Working with South Whidbey High School Drama Club to 

help bring theater back to the High School!
 ¬ Work-Based Learning Program with SWHS moves into its 

second academic year, mentoring high school students in 
Tech Design & Facility Operations for academic credits. 

 ¬ Internship programs at WCT for middle school and high 
school age students teach what it’s like to work behind the 
scenes at a non-profit theater company.

 ¬ WCT is thrilled to announce South Whidbey High School 
junior and WCT alumni, Chloe Hood, as the Board of 
Directors Student Representative for the 2015-2016 
academic year.

 ¬ Workshops and Camps: Little Players, Creative 
Dramatics, Fairytale Puppet Theater with Martha 
Murphy, Think Fast! Improv with Comedy Island’s Erick 
Westphal, Film Camp 2015 with Asia Pruyne and Chris 
Douthitt, artLAB, and more, provided over 120 hours of 
theater fun last summer!

 ¬ Theater Education: our new Second Sunday theater 
intensive program for high school students brings a new, 
sharper and more advanced focus to the classic WCT 
program with instructor Andrew Grenier (photo at left).

 ¬ Event participation and volunteerism: youth participants 
have volunteered and raised money this season to 
contribute to this program they love. Choochokam Arts’ 
KidZone, Whidbey Island Area Fair, Open House, Monster 
Mash - just since July 2015, almost fifty youth volunteers 
demonstrated once again how much they value this 
program and how they learn to be involved in contributing 
to this community that supports them.

What makes your dollars magic? When you donate to WCT your money makes it possible for 
more individuals to participate. Here’s what we’ve used your gifts for, recently:

WE
CAN’T
DO IT
WITHOUT
YOU

A special thanks to Official WCT Photographer, Lucy Brown at LucyB Photography  
for providing us with most of the stunning images used throughout this newsletter.

http://lucybphotography.com/


WCT ALUM TESTIMONIALS
OLENA HODGES ~ BFA (SOU), 
graduate of Circle in the Square PAC, 
Marketing Director, Interim Outreach 
Coordinator and Founding Company 
Member of ISF
“As a child, Whidbey Children’s 
Theater gave me opportunity to 
express myself, to feel proud of 
something, and a group of friends 
to grow up with. I learned diligence, 
empathy and teamwork through 
rehearsing and performing plays 

and found my voice—my way to conquer the world. As a teenager, 
I realized that I could make a career in theater and WCT became a 
space for me to hone my creative skills; WCT never said no to me.  
When we lost our high school drama program, WCT helped my peers 
and I develop our own teen company, The Third Street Players, giving 
us the place to grow our theater skills. As a theater professional, I’ve 
been honored to work as a teacher for WCT, giving back what was 
given me; the freedom to become the actor, woman, and citizen that 
I am today.”

AHNA DUNN-WILDER ~ BA (UBC), 
drama instructor at WCT, student 
at Portland Arts Conservatory, and 
Company Member of ISF 
“I’ve been hooked on Whidbey 
Children’s Theater since I was nine 
years old! It became my home 
and family and helped me develop 
confidence and pride in myself. 
Through my acting and work on 
productions, I built strong leadership 
skills and confidence, the ability to 

think quickly on my feet, problem-solve creatively, and the capacity to 
work well as part of a team. I learned that being myself was the most 
fun I could possibly have. After graduating from college, I returned 
to WCT, working there in many capacities, and find myself forever 
grateful for the time I have spent with WCT!”

For 35 years, our audiences have watched youth actors—many 
of them your own—create memories and develop important 
skills through this unique program. Studies show that theater 
kids are more likely to be recognized for academic achievement, 
and spend their leisure time in community service and youth 
groups. They out-perform their non-arts peers in SATs and 
GPAs, have better literacy and communication skills, are less 
likely to miss class or drop out of school, are less likely to use 
drugs, and more likely to vote!

Our youth become part of a larger community of people 
who understand and cultivate support, diversity, creativity, 
acceptance and collaboration. These children grow into adults 
who bring those traits out into the world, and then, often, right 
back here to WCT.

At the beginning of our 35th year, we invite you to strengthen 
your support by becoming a Sustaining Member. Your 
membership supports children by enabling WCT to continue its 
work of creating opportunities for young people to experience 
the world of performing arts.

Sustaining Member Drive  
We’re halfway to our $10,000 goal!

Did You Know? While WCT’s programming brings in over 50% of our 
budget revenue, the other half comes from fundraising, and we rely on 
the support of people like YOU to keep this program alive.
In December, WCT launched our first ever Sustaining Membership Drive with a weeklong 
call-a-thon. Board members came together at the theater to dial for dollars and talk with 
our donors and patrons about our new season, our 35th year, and the importance of 
continuing support of WCTs programs. To date, we have raised nearly $5,000 through 
both recurring and one-time donations. So, thank you, donors!!! You rock!

But, we need more members! For as little as $10 per month, your donation can make a 
huge difference in the health of our theater. And, you get swag! With your membership, 
you receive cool goodies and a membership card that gets you free beverages at all our 
shows! So if you haven’t already, sign up today! With your support, we can continue to 
keep the magic alive and thriving at WCT today, tomorrow, and for years to come!

Visit www.wctmagic.org/members or contact us at 360.221.8707

http://www.wctmagic.org/members


Thanks for reading! If you’re interested in receiving future  
newsletters in your physical mailbox, let us know!

Visit www.wctmagic.org/contact to get in touch, or
call us at 360.221.8707

See you at the theater!

Whidbey Children’s Theater
Street: 723 Camano Avenue 

Mailing: PO Box 1493
Langley, WA 98260

www.wctmagic.org
360.221.8707
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http://www.facebook.com/wctmagic
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